
Dear Governor Polis, 
 
Child care is a $749.3 million industry benefiting colorado’s economy with over 9000 child care 
centers in the state. If this industry collapses it will have radical effects in every economic sector of our 
state. Child care providers are growing weary with the demands put on them to meet pandemic required 
health and safety guidelines with little or no State funding support. The future of Colorado's child care 
industry is fragile and without immediate action, many may have to close their doors.   
 
We represent Child Health Connection, a nursing practice of 15 Child Care Health Consultants (CCHCs) 
with over 160 years of combined experience. We oversee the health consulting needs of over 400 child 
care programs throughout the Front Range. The child care industry carries the weight of the economy on 
their backs yet lacks a strong voice in matters that influence it. We are writing to you to express our 
concern and heartfelt empathy for our Early Childhood Education partners who have been asked to 
stay open to provide child care for essential workers and parents returning to work. 
 
During our phone and in-person consultations, we have heard and seen the frustrations, financially and 
emotionally. We have also seen the physical exhaustion among the child care directors who are trying to 
stay open, without appropriate supplies, staff, and funding to do so. These financial difficulties make it 
extremely difficult to justify keeping center doors open. 
 
The Office of Early Childhood sustainability grants are crucial to support child care providers. Early 
childhood educators need funds to pay for cleaning supplies and services, along with personal protection 
equipment, and COVID-19 testing. Access to free testing is limited and results can take weeks to obtain 
results. Child care staff should receive priority access to COVID-19 tests to protect them and the rest of 
society from infection.  
 
Data suggests that early educators have already spent an average of $700 out of pocket to cover these 
ongoing costs. We ask that you continue to reapportion COVID-19 emergency funds to subsidize child 
care centers for these costs. 
 
We are relying on early educators more than ever to support young children and families as we rebuild 
the economy. It's time to devote public dollars to funding and supporting early educators in proportion to 
the incredible service they provide. Our survival during this pandemic, and our level of preparedness for 
the next crisis, depends on it. 
 
We appreciate your consideration and would be available to discuss our observations further. We believe 
someone from the child care industry should be at the table when these decisions are being 
made. We would be glad to serve you in this capacity. Along with you, we want to support the children of 
Colorado and provide them with a safe and healthy environment. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Molly Orlando, BA, RN, CCHC 
Owner and Child Care Health Consultant 
 
Chuck Hess, BS 
Owner, Business Development, and Trainer 
 
Christine Ernst, MSN, BSN, RN, CCHC 
Health & Systems Development and Child Care Health Consultant 


